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66. Syzygium stocksii
Scientific name: Syzygium stocksii
Marathi name:
Common name: Vallamanchi (Malayalam)
Family: Myrtaceae (Jamun Family)

Leaves and Arrangement

Type: Simple

Arrangement: Opposite, estipulate

Petiole: 10-20 mm long, stout, grooved above, glabrous

Lamina: 8.5-17 x 4-7.5 cm, elliptic, elliptic-oblong, or elliptic-obovate

Base: Narrowed and decurrent on petiole

Apex: Rounded or obtusely acuminate

Margin: Entire

Texture: Chartaceous, glabrous

Lateral Nerves: 9-12 pairs, parallel but very irregular, distant, prominent, curving upwards
and becoming faint towards the margin forming indistinct intramarginal nerve
Intercostae: Reticulate, obscure

Type: Berry

Shape: Globose

Size: 0.8 x 6 cm

Colour: Pink-purple

Fruiting Period: March to June

Flowers

Colour: Deep blue

Size: Small

Shape: Bisexual, in axillary cymes from the leafless axils, half the length of or equaling the
leaves

Peduncle: 2.5-5 cm, branches slender angled

Calyx Lobes: 4, rounded or subacute

Characteristics: No thick staminal disc; petals calyptrate; stamens many, bent inwards at the
middle when in bud; ovary inferior, 2-celled, ovules many; style 1; stigma simple

Flowering Period: March to June

Bark Structure

Texture: Thick, rough, deeply vertically fissured, horizontally cracked, forming tessellated,
thick flakes
Colour: Greyish-brown; blaze red

Habitat

()

Height: Up to 15 meters
Distribution: Endemic to the Southern Western Ghats; found in evergreen forests

Uses
1. Edible Fruit: Consumed raw or cooked, used in fruit salads and jams.
2. Ornamental: Grown for its attractive flowers and foliage.
3. Timber: Hard wood used for small-scale construction.
4. Shade Tree: Provides shade in coffee plantations.
5. Cultural Significance: Used in traditional medicine and rituals.
Fun Facts

Endemic Species: Native to the Western and Southern Ghats of India.

Conservation Status: Endangered (IUCN Red List).

Polyembryony: Exhibits polyembryony, where multiple embryos develop from a single
fertilized egg.

Historical Use: Polynesians brought the tree to Hawaii as a "canoe plant."
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