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69. RED FLOWER PLUM

o Scientific name: Syzygium laetum
e Marathi name: ¢d GITQ-]\ES

e Common name: Red flower plum
¢ Family: Myrtaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
e Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Opposite
e Shape: Elliptic, ovate, elliptic-ovate, elliptic-oblong, or elliptic-lanceolate
e Size: 6-15 cm long and 2-6 cm wide
e Base: Cuneate, attenuate, or acute
e Apex: Acuminate or obtusely acuminate
e Margin: Entire
o Texture: Glabrous, chartaceous, pellucid-punctate
o Lateral Nerves: 10-15 pairs, parallel, slender, forming intramarginal nerve near the margin;
intercostae reticulate, slender, faint
e Petiole: 5-10 mm long, stout, grooved above, glabrous

e Type: Berry

e Shape: Oblong

e Size: 2-2.5 cm long, 1.5 cm wide

e Colour: Greenish-yellow

e Characteristics: Crowned by calyx lobes

e  Fruiting Period: December to July
Flowers

e Type: Bisexual

e Colour: Crimson or lemon yellow

e Arrangement: Solitary or 2-5 together in axillary or terminal cymes

e Size: 4-5 cm across

e Calyx Tube: 1.5-2 cm long, slenderly funnel-shaped below, suddenly broadening above

e Lobes: 4, 8 x 8 mm, orbicular, persistent

e Petals: 4, 10 x 10 mm, orbicular, punctate

e Stamens: Numerous, 2-3 cm long, yellow or pink, bent inwards in the middle regularly in

bud

e Ovary: Inferior, 2-celled, ovules many

o Style: Longer than the stamens

o Stigma: Slightly acute

o Flowering Period: December to July
Bark Structure

e Texture: Smooth

e Colour: Greyish-white

e Branchlets: Slender, terete
Habitat

e Height: Up to 10 meters

e Distribution: Western Ghats of India, including states like Karnataka and Kerala
Uses

1. Medicinal: Used in traditional medicine for treating various ailments.

2. Ornamental: Popular as an ornamental tree due to its attractive flowers and foliage.

3. Food: The fruits are edible and can be consumed directly or used in culinary preparations.
Fun Facts

1. Flower Variants: There are both crimson and white variants of the flowers.
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