7. CLIMBING BRIDELIA

e Scientific name: Bridelia stipularis
e Marathi name: {II-BIdI%IS

e Common name: Climbing Bridelia
e Family: Phyllanthaceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Leaves: Simple, small, elliptic-oblong, and reduced in the flowering twigs.
e Arrangement: Alternate.

Fruit
e Type: Drupe.
o Shape: Small, round.
e Colour: Reddish turning to blue-black when ripe.
e Size: Small.
o Calyx: Generally enlarged.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: October to November.
o Fruiting: February to March.
Bark Structure
o Bark: The description of the bark structure is not provided.
Inflorescence / Flower
o Flowers: Small, monoecious, greenish, and found in numerous axillary clusters.
Habitat
e Global Distribution: India (Assam, Meghalaya), Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore.
o Local Distribution: Throughout Assam, commonly found up to 1500 ft elevation.
o Indian Distribution: Karnataka (Belgaum, Coorg, Dharwar, N. Kanara, Shimoga).
Uses
1. Edible: Fruits are edible and seeds yield a fatty oil.
2. Medicinal: Roots reduce inflammation, bark and leaves have medicinal properties.
3. Dyeing: Fruits used for dyeing black.
4. Landscaping: Suitable for parks and gardens.
Fun Facts
o Associated Fauna: Preferred food plant for caterpillars of various moth species.
¢ Etymology: "Bridelia" commemorates Professor S. E. Bridel, and "stipularis" means
having stipule
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