71. Syzygium malaccense
e Scientific name: Syzygium malaccense

e Marathi name: G!Tﬁi\?b'

e Common name: Malay Apple, Mountain Apple, Rose Apple
e Family: Myrtaceae

Leaf and Arrangement
o Leaf Shape: Elliptic-oblong
e Leaf Size: 15-38 cm long, 7-20 cm wide
o Leaf Color: Dark green, red when young
e Leaf Arrangement: Opposite

o Type: Berry
o Color: Dark red, purplish-yellow, or yellow-white
o Size: 5-8 cm in diameter
o Flesh: White, juicy, fragrant
o Fruiting Period: About 60 days after bloom
Flower
e Size: 5-7 cm in diameter
¢ Shape: Pom-pom shaped
o Color: Reddish pink
o Flowering Period: Early summer, timing varies by region
Bark Structure
e Color: Pale brown, smooth
o Texture: Hard, reddish
Habitat
e Altitude: Up to 1200 m
o Climate: Tropical, humid lowlands
o Soil: Prefers heavy, well-draining soils with consistent water supply
Uses
1. Edible Fruit: Consumed raw or cooked, used in fruit salads and jams.
2. Ornamental: Grown for its attractive flowers and foliage.
3. Timber: Hard wood used for small-scale construction.
4. Shade Tree: Provides shade in coffee plantations.
5. Cultural Significance: Used in traditional medicine and rituals.
Fun Facts
¢ Polyembryony: The genus exhibits polyembryony, where multiple embryos develop
from a single fertilized egg.
e Canoe Plants: Introduced to Remote Oceania by Austronesian peoples.
e Fruit Production: A single tree can produce 20-80 kg of fruit per year.
o Historical Use: Polynesians brought the tree to Hawaii as a "canoe plant."
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