73. STAR GOOSEBERRY

o Scientific name: Phyllanthus acidus
e Marathi name: TGS

e Commonly known as: Malay Gooseberry
e Family: Phyllanthaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
¢ Type: Compound
o Arrangement: Alternately arranged along the rachis, crowded at the ends of the
branches
e Shape: Leaflets are ovate or obliquely ovate
o Size: Leaves are 14-25 inches long; leaflets are 2-3.5 inches long and 1-1.5 inches
wide
o Apex: Acute or somewhat acuminate
e Base: Rounded or somewhat wedge-shaped

o Type: Berry
o Shape: Round or slightly flattened at the poles with shallow or deep ribs (usually 5)
o Size: 0.75 inch across
o Fruiting Period: Nearly year-round, twice a year
Flowers
o Size: Very minute
o Shape: Short dense spike-like clusters arising from nodules along the branches
o Characteristics: Flowers are very minute, last only one day, and are similar to
mulberries
o Flowering Period: Nearly year-round
Bark Structure
e Characteristics: Small deciduous tree with spreading branches
Habitat
o Native Range: Malay Islands and Madagascar
o Height: 25-30 feet
e Environment: Thrives in various conditions, often grown in India for its acid fruit; it
can flourish in poor soils and is commonly used for pickling and preserves

1. Used to flavour dishes.

2. Excellent raw material for processing into pickles

3. Used in cold drinks.

4. Used in traditional medicine for its sour taste and acidity.
Fun Facts

o Found throughout Asia and the Caribbean region.
o Fruits are oblate, with 6-8 ribs, and very sour
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