74. FIVE-LEAVED CHASTE TREE

o Scientific Name: Vitex negundo
e Marathi Name: iﬁ!aalél

e Commonly Name: Five-leaved chaste tree
e Family: Verbenaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Digitately palmately compound with 3-8 leaflets, rarely unifoliate
e Arrangement: Opposite
o Shape: Leaflets are lanceolate-elliptic or ovate-lanceolate
e Aroma: Often aromatic or foetid
o Petiolate: Yes, with stout petioles
o Stipules: Exstipulate

e Type: Drupe
e Characteristics: Hard endocarp, 4-seeded, seeds are oblong or obovoid, non

endospermous
e Fruiting Period: Almost throughout the year
Flowers

o Type: Bisexual, zygomorphic, hypogynous

o Calyx: Cupular or campanulate, 5 toothed, rarely 3 to 6 or subentire

e Corolla: Hypocrateriform, 5 lobed, colors vary from white to blue or purple; corolla
tube can be straight or curved, usually villous inside and pubescent outside

e Stamens: 4, didynamous, inserted above the middle of the tube, exserted, filaments
filiform, anthers oblong or elliptic

e Ovary: Bicarpellary, 2-4 celled, each locule containing 1 ovule, hairy

o Style: Filiform, stigma bilobed with equal lobes

o Flowering Period: Almost throughout the year

Inflorescence
o Type: Axillary or terminal dichasial cymes, lax diffuse panicles or corymbs, sessile or
pedunculate

e Bracts: Narrow, linear, around the size of the calyx
Bark Structure
o Stem and Branches: Obtusely quadrangular
Habitat
o Environment: Typically found in tropical and subtropical region
Uses
1. Leaves possess anti-inflammatory, antibacterial, and anti-fungal properties.
2. Stems used as firewood.
3. Branches and twigs used in basket making.
4. Leaves yield an essential oil.
5. Leaves have insecticidal properties.
Fun Facts
o Leaves are smoked for relief of headaches and catarrh.
o Used for soil retention and moisture conservation in sandy arid areas.
o Some forms are used as ornamental plants.
o Used for afforestation and reclamation of forestlands affected by floods.
o Used as a live fence or boundary
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74. FIVE-LEAVED CHASTE TREE

o Scientific Name: Vitex negundo
e Marathi Name: ﬁ@;@

e Commonly Known As: Five-leaved chaste tree, Horseshoe vitex, Chinese chaste tree
e Family: Verbenaceae
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