75. MANGO

o Scientific Name: Mangifera indica
e Common Name: Mango
e Marathi Name: 3{IqT
e Family: Anacardiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Alternate
o Shape: Lanceolate, elliptic to oblong-lanceolate
e Size: 15-35 cm long and 6-16 cm wide
e Colour: Dark green and glossy above, lighter green beneath
e Additional Features: Prominent veins; young leaves are reddish or purplish

e Type: Drupe
o Shape: Round, ovoid, or oblong
e Colour: Varies from green to yellow, red, or orange when ripe
o Size: 5-25 cm long and 4-10 cm wide
o Characteristics: Sweet, juicy flesh with a strong, pleasant aroma; contains a single
large, flat seed
o Fruiting Period: Typically from April to June
Flowers
e Size: Small, about 5-6 mm in diameter
o Shape: Panicles of small, fragrant flowers
e Colour: White with a pinkish tinge
o Characteristics: Bisexual and male flowers on the same inflorescence
o Flowering Period: November to February
Bark Structure
o Texture: Rough and fissured
e Colour: Dark brown to gray
Habitat
o Height: Up to 30-40 meters tall
« Distribution: Native to Burma, Sikkim, Khasia, and the Western Ghats of India;
cultivated in tropical and subtropical regions worldwide
Uses
1. Edible Fruit: Widely consumed fresh, dried, or in various dishes.
2. Juice and Beverages: Used to make juices, smoothies, and alcoholic beverages.
3. Cooking: Used in both sweet and savory dishes.
4. Medicinal Uses: Leaves and bark used in traditional medicine for treating various

ailments.
5. Wood: Used for making furniture and other wooden items.
Fun Facts

1. Ancient Fruit: Humans have been consuming mangoes for over 300 years.
Buddhist Legend: Buddha is said to have meditated under the shade of a mango tree.
National Fruit: Mango is the national fruit of India, Pakistan, and the Philippines.
Longevity: Some mango trees are known to live for over 300 years and still fruit.
Variety: Over 500 varieties of mangoes are known worldwide.
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