76. Annona reticulata
o Scientific Name: Annona reticulata
e Common Name: Bullock's Heart
e Marathi Name: X[Hthod
e Family: Annonaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Alternate
o Shape: Lanceolate-elliptic to oblong-lanceolate
o Size: 10-20 cm long and 3-6 cm wide
o Base: Acute or obtuse
o Apex: Acute or shallow acuminate
e Margin: Entire
e Texture: Subcoriaceous, dark green, subglabrous above, paler glaucous beneath
o Additional Features: Lateral veins 7-15 pairs on either side of the midrib, almost
parallel; reticulate veinlets fine and close; petiole pale green, wider near the base,
about 1-1.5 cm long

o Type: Berry

e Shape: Broadly globose or ovoid

o Colour: Green when young, slightly netted, reticulate, dark purplish-black when ripe

e Size: About 5-10 cm in diameter

e Characteristics: Many locules with white pulp, not very sweet; puberulous; stalk
stout, about 2 cm long; seeds many, dark brown or blackish, slightly flattened, arillate

o Fruiting Period: September to January

Flowers
e Size: About 2-2.5 cm across (flowers); 1.5-3 x 0.3-0.5 cm (sepals); 1.5-2 x 0.5 cm
(outer petals)

o Shape: Bisexual, terminal or extra axillary cymes, 1-3 together
o Colour: Greenish white or yellow
o Characteristics: Sepals 3, broadly ovate, apex acute, pale green outside and cream
white, glabrous inside; petals 6, outer ones subequal, narrow oblong, apex obtuse,
somewhat thick triangular or triquetrous, greenish yellow outside, glabrous inside;
stamens numerous, connectives ovoid at the top; carpels many, linear or ovoid, style
oblong, stigma entire
o Flowering Period: May to July
Bark Structure
e Texture: Dark brown, fissured and fibrous
o Branchlets: Glabrous
e Colour: Dark brown
Habitat
o Height: About 5-10 meters
e Distribution: Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, Meghalaya, Odisha, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal; globally distributed in various regions of Asia including Bhutan, China, India,
and Sri Lanka; also cultivated in many tropical countries
Uses
1. Edible Fruit: Consumed fresh or used in desserts like custard, ice cream, and drinks.
2. Traditional Medicine: Used in local traditional medicine practices.
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3. Ornamental: Cultivated for its attractive flowers and fruit.
4. Commercial Cultivation: Grown commercially for its edible fruits.
5. Wildlife Habitat: Provides habitat and food for wildlife.
Fun Facts
1. Pollen Structure: Pollen is shed as permanent tetrads.
2. Fruit Appearance: The fruit has a quilted appearance due to depressions on its
surface.
3. Cultivation: The tree can produce fruit within three years of planting.
4. Distribution: Native to the Caribbean and Central America, now pantropical.
5. Cultural Significance: Known by various names in different regions, such as

bullock's heart and sugar apple.
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