77. Syzygium occidentale

o Scientific name: Syzygium occidentale
e Marathi name:

¢ Commonly known as:

e Family: Myrtaceae (Myrtle Family)
Leaves and Arrangement

Type: Simple
Arrangement: Alternate
Shape: Linear-lanceolate
Size: Up to 14 x 2.5 cm
Base: Acuminate

Apex: Acuminate
Nerves: Indistinct
Petiole: 1 cm long

Flowers

Inflorescence Type: Cymes, terminal

Size: Cymes up to 10 cm broad; calyx tube 15 mm long; lobes 6 mm across; petals 8
mm broad; filaments 25 mm long; style 3.5 cm long

Color: Yellow

Calyx: Funnel-shaped, greenish outside, reddish inside

Lobes: Ovate, obtuse

Petals: 4, orbicular

Filaments: Yellow

Flowering Period: March to April

Type: Berry

Shape: Obovoid to globose

Size: 2x 1.5 cm

Color: Initially green, maturing to a dark color
Fruiting Period: March to April

Habitat

Environment: Evergreen forests, particularly along the banks of rivers
Distribution: Endemic to the Southern Western Ghats, India

Uses of Syzygium occidentale

1. Medicinal Uses: The plant has traditional medicinal uses, particularly in herbal
medicine. It is believed to have anti-inflammatory and antibacterial properties1.

2. Timber: The wood from Syzygium occidentale is soft and can be used for various
purposes, although it is not extensively utilized.

3. Habitat Restoration: Being native to the Western Ghats, it plays a role in habitat
restoration and conservation efforts in the region.

Fun Facts

1. Endemic Species: Syzygium occidentale is endemic to the Southern Western Ghats,
meaning it is found nowhere else in the world.

2. Flowering Season: The plant flowers from March to April, adding a splash of yellow
to the evergreen forests.

3. Riparian Habitat: It is commonly found along the banks of rivers, contributing to the
riparian ecosystem.

4. Conservation Status: The species is listed as Vulnerable on the [IUCN Red List,

highlighting the need for conservation efforts.
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