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78. SONMOHAR

Scientific name: Peltophorum pterocarpum
Common name: Copperpod

Marathi name: GiTHAIET

Family: Fabaceae

Leaf Description and Arrangement

Type: Bipinnate
Length: 30-60 cm
Leaflets: 20-40 pairs of oval leaflets per pinna, each 0.8-2.5 cm long and 0.4-1.0 cm broad

Fruit Description

Type: Pod

Size: 5-10 cm long and 2.5 cm broad
Colour: Red when ripe, turning black
Seeds: 1-4 seeds per pod

Flower Description

Flowering Period: March-May, with sporadic flowering throughout the year and a second
flush in September-November

Size: 2.5-4 cm in diameter

Colour: Bright yellow with orange stamens

Shape: Clusters on upright stalks, crinkled petals with a reddish-brown mark in the center

Bark Structure

Texture: Smooth, grey bark
Appearance: Crown dense and spreading

Habitat

Native Range: Tropical Southeast Asia, Northern Australasia (Australia, Sri Lanka,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam)

Preferred Environment: Coastal forests, mangrove forests, sandy beaches, and Imperata
grassland fields

Uses
1. Ornamental Tree: Widely planted for its striking yellow flowers
2. Shade Provider: Provides excellent shade in large landscapes and parks
3. Street Tree: Suitable for roadside planting
4. Fodder: Used as fodder for livestock
5. Dye Source: Bark contains tannins, used for dyeing leather
Fun Facts

Common Names: Yellow Flamboyant, Copper Pod, Yellow Poinciana
Cultural Significance: Used in Telangana State's Batukamma festival
Heritage Tree: Listed as Heritage Trees in Singapore

Drought Tolerant: Very drought tolerant but does not tolerate frost
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