79. Senna siamea
Scientific name: Senna siamea
Common name: Kassod tree

Marathi name: Jic < dis
Family: Fabaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Pinnately compound
e Arrangement: Alternate
o Leaflets: 6-14 in pairs, each leaflet oblong, 4-7 x 1.5-3 cm, rounded at both ends,
glabrous
e Primary Vein: 1
o Secondary Veins: 6-8 pairs per leaf
o Petiole: Short

o Type: Pod
o Shape: Long, narrow, flat, dark brown, strap-shaped
e Size: 5-25 x 10-12 mm
e Characteristics: Numerous pods, stipitate, terete to compressed, dehiscent, with
septae between the numerous seeds; seeds are bean-shaped, shiny, dark
e Fruiting Period: March to May
Flowers
o Colour: Bright yellow
e Size: 2-3 cm across
e Shape: Hermaphrodite, complete, in raceme, corymb, axillary peduncle, 2-4 cm long;
sepals 5, unequal, imbricate, obtuse at apex, yellowish green, pubescent, ovate,
concave, hairy on outside, connate at the base; petals 5, bright yellow, dark colored
vein, sub-equal, obtuse, orbicular, upper petal shortly clawed
o Flowering Period: March to May
Bark Structure
o Texture: Smooth, fissured with age
e Colour: Greyish brown
Habitat
e Height: 200-300 cm
o Distribution: Throughout India, except Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
Sikkim

1. Timber: Highly valued in furniture making
2. Medicinal: Used in traditional medicine for its anxiolytic properties
3. Culinary: Leaves, tender pods, and seeds are edible after boiling
4. Windbreaks and Shelter Belts: Effective in agroforestry systems
Fun Facts
o Cultural Significance: In Thailand, it is the provincial tree of Chaiyaphum Province
o Edible Uses: Used in Thai curry (Kaeng khilek) and Burmese salads
e Wood Properties: Known as pheasant wood or polohala due to the similarity of its
grain to pheasant feathers
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