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8. ANJAN

e Scientific name: Memecylon umbellatum
e Common name: [ronwood

e Marathi name: 37STsiT

e Family: Melastomataceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Opposite, decussate
o Petiole: Approximately 1 cm long, canaliculate, glabrous
e Lamina: 1.8-8.5 x 0.8-3.8 cm, elliptic to elliptic-ovate
o Base: Acute to subattenuate
e Apex: Acuminate, sometimes acute
e Margin: Entire
o Texture: Coriaceous, glabrous, drying brown
e Midrib: Canaliculate
e Secondary Nerves: Obscure
o Tertiary Nerves: Obscure

o Type: Berry
o Shape: Globose
e Size: 0.5 cm across
o Colour: Yellow
e Fruiting Period: October to November
Flowers
e Colour: Deep blue
e Shape: Inflorescence clusters of distinctly peduncled dense cymose umbels, axillary
or on lateral tubercles
o Flowering Period: March to June
Bark Structure
o Texture: Fissured, thinly flaky when old
o Colour: Pale brown; blaze yellowish brown
Habitat
o Height: Up to 8 meters
o Distribution: Peninsular India and Sri Lanka; common throughout the Western Ghats
Uses
1. Medicinal: Leaves used for treating gonorrhea, leucorrhoea, and conjunctivitis2.
2. Dye Production: Leaves and flowers used for dyeing cottons and woven goods.
3. Fuel: Wood used as fuel for producing Wootz steel and charcoal3.
4. Construction: Wood used for building houses, boats, and making piles and axles.
5. Ornamental: Valued for its floral display and used as an ornamental plant.
Fun Facts
o The leaves contain a yellow dye used for dyeing the robes of Buddhist monks.
o The tree is known as "Ironwood" due to its hard wood.
o The flowers are offered to Lord Shiva in Tamil poetry.
o The leaves are sweet initially and then slightly sour due to the presence of starch.
e The wood is dense and heavy, often used traditionally for poles and house posts
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