80. Polyalthia longifolia

o Scientific Name: Polyalthia longifolia
e Common Name: False Ashoka
e Marathi Name: 372sh

e Family: Annonaceae
Leaves and Arrangement

Type: Simple

Arrangement: Alternate

Shape: Narrow lanceolate or linear lanceolate

Size: 15-25 cm long and 2-4 cm wide

Base: Slightly acute or cuneate

Apex: Long acuminate

Margin: Wavy or undulate

Texture: Membranous, coriaceous, glabrous above, paler and glaucous beneath
Additional Features: Faintly aromatic, shining dark green; lateral veins 25-30 pairs
on either side of the midrib, reticulate veinlets fine and close; petiole pubescent, about
0.8-1.5 cm long

Type: Berry

Shape: Subglobose or ellipsoid monocarps

Colour: Green when young, dark purplish black when ripe

Size: About 2 x 1 cm

Characteristics: Stalk stout, about 1-1.5 cm long; seed one, pale brown to light
brown, longitudinally grooved, ovoid

Fruiting Period: July to September

Flowers

Size: About 2.5-3 cm long (flowers); 1-2 x 1-1.5 mm (sepals); 6-7 x 2 mm (outer
petals); 10-15 x 2.5 mm (inner petals)

Shape: Bisexual, axillary, solitary or fascicled on very short umbels

Colour: Yellowish green

Characteristics: Sepals 3, broadly ovate or triangular; petals 6, in 2 series, valvate;
stamens numerous, anthers broad, dorsal; carpels many, stigma sessile; pollination is
entomophilous (by insects)

Flowering Period: March to May

Bark Structure

Texture: Dark grayish brown, sparsely puberulous when young, glabrous when
mature
Colour: Dark grayish brown

Habitat

Uses

Height: 10-25 meters

Distribution: Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Manipur, Mizoram, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal; globally in Bhutan, China, India, Sri Lanka; also cultivated in many
tropical countries

. Noise Reduction: Effective in alleviating noise pollution.

Windbreak: Used as a wind-breaking barrier.




3. Privacy Screening: Forms a tall hedge useful for privacy screening.

4. Medicinal Properties: Sacred for Hindu populations, though not widely used
medicinally.

5. Ornamental: Widely cultivated as a street tree for its compact form and lush green
foliage.

Fun Facts

1. False Ashoka: Sometimes incorrectly identified as the ashoka tree (Saraca indica)
due to their resemblance.

2. Buddha Tree: Commonly known as the Buddha tree.

3. Indian Mast Tree: Used historically for ships' masts in British India.

4. Weeping Polyalthia: The pendula variety has a narrow columnar shape with
drooping branches.

5. Cemetery Tree: Also known as the cemetery tree due to its common planting in

cemeteries




80. Polyalthia longifolia

o Scientific Name. Polyalthia longifolia (Sonn.) Thwaites
e Common Name: Indian Mast Tree, False Ashoka, Buddha Tree

e Marathi Name: 3721
e Family: Annonaceae
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