81. Ixora brachiata
e Scientific name: Ixora brachiata

e Marathi name: @ﬁ'

e Common name: Western ghat ixora
e Family: Rubiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Opposite, decussate
« Shape: Elliptic-oblanceolate, obovate, elliptic or elliptic-oblong
e Size: 7.5-20 cm long and 3-7 cm wide
o Base: Attenuate, acute or cuncate
e Apex: Obtuse
e Margin: Entire
o Texture: Glabrous, coriaceous
o Lateral Nerves: 6-20 pairs, pinnate, very slender
+ Intercostae: Reticulate, slender
o Petiole: 5-20 mm long, stout, glabrous
o Stipules: 4-4.5 mm x 5-6 mm, interpetiolar, apex acute

o Type: Berry
o Shape: Globose
e Colour: Red-purple
e Size: 5 mm across
e Characteristics: Glabrous, pyrenes planoconvex
e Fruiting Period: February to April
Flowers
o Type: Bisexual
o Colour: White
o Arrangement: Small, sessile, in terminal, long peduncle, bracteate, panicled cyme
e Size: Small
e Calyx Tube: Minute, 4-teethed, membranous
e Corolla Tube: 6 mm long, slender, lobes 4, oblong, recurved
o Stamens: 4, attached to the mouth of corolla tube
o Anthers: Sagitate
e Ovary: 2-celled, inferior, ovules one in each cell
o Style: Filiform
o Stigma: Bifid
o Flowering Period: January to March
Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth
o Colour: Greyish-brown; blaze pink
o Branchlets: Terete, glabrous
Habitat
o Height: Up to 8 meters
o Distribution: Western Ghats, India.
Uses
1. Ornamental Plant: Used in gardens and parks for its attractive flowers.
2. Medicinal Uses: Traditional medicine for treating various ailments.
3. Habitat Restoration: Used in reforestation projects.
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4. Ecological Research: Studied for its ecological role in forest ecosystems.
5. Cultural Significance: Used in local traditions and rituals.
Fun Facts
1. Endemic Species: Ixora brachiata is endemic to the Western Ghats.
2. Fragrant Flowers: The flowers are known for their pleasant fragrance.
3. Small Tree: It is a small evergreen tree, growing up to 8 meters tall.
4. Diverse Names: Known by various names in different regions, such as Gorbale,
Kurati, and Lokhandi.
5. Unique Bark: The bark has a distinctive blaze pink colour
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