82. BAKUL

e Scientific name: Mimusops elengi
e Marathi name:EIle;B’r

e Common name: Spanish cherry
e Family: Sapotaceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Leaves: Simple, alternate, spiral, stipulate.

o Stipules: Lanceolate, caducous.

o Petiole: 15-40 mm long, slender, grooved above, pubescent.

o Lamina: 4-12 x 3.5-7.5 cm; elliptic or elliptic-oblong, base round or obtuse, apex
obtuse to acuminate, margin entire, glabrous, coriaceous.

e Veins: Lateral nerves many, slightly raised beneath, parallel, slender, looped near the
margin forming intramarginal nerves; intercostae reticulate.

Fruit
o Type: Berry.
e Shape: Ovoid.
e Size: 2.5 cm long, 1.5 cm across.
e Colour: Yellow when ripe.
o Texture: Fleshy, with a thin epicarp.

e Seeds: Usually 1, oblong-ellipsoid, laterally compressed.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: March to July.
e Fruiting: October to December (Cold season).
Bark Structure
o Bark: Dark grey, cracked or fissured longitudinally, scaly, rough; lenticels vertical;
blaze pink with red streaks; exudation white.
¢ Young Branches: Brown pubescent.
Inflorescence / Flower
o Flowers: Bisexual, white, fragrant, 1-3 in axillary fascicles, pedicel 1 cm long.
o Calyx: Lobes 8 in 2 series of 4 each, thick, outer lanceolate, valvate, pubescent.
o Petals: 9 mm long, lobes with 2 dorsal appendages, corolla 1 cm across; lobes 24, 3
series of 8 each, with hairs on back and margins, acuminate.
o Stamens: 8, alternating with pilose staminodes; filaments 1 mm, anthers oblong,
cordate, 3 mm, connectives apiculate.
o Staminodes: Lanceolate, acuminate, fimbricate, pilose.
e Ovary: 0.1-0.15 cm long, void, hirsute without, 6-8-celled; 1 ovule in each cell.
o Style: Columnar, 5 mm.
o Stigma: Minutely fimbricate.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: Indo-Malesia.
o Indian Distribution: Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Assam, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh; Local Distribution: Kamrup, Sivasagar,
Barak Valley, Bongaigaon; Maharashtra: Nasik, Pune, Raigad, Ratnagiri; Karnataka:
Chikmagalur, Coorg, Hassan, Mysore, N. Kanara, Shimoga, S. Kanara; Kerala: All
districts; Tamil Nadu: All districts.
Uses
1. Medicinal: Treats headache, toothache, diarrhea, and oral discases.
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2. Traditional Uses: Flowers used in natural perfumes and floral infusions.

3. Folk Medicine: Bark decoction for treating fever, dysmenorrhea, and leucorrhea.
Fun Facts

e Provincial Flower: The flower is the provincial flower of Yala Province, Thailand.

o City Flower: It is also the city flower of Ampang Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia.

o Edible Fruit: The fruit pulp is edible and has traditional uses.
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