83. APTA

e Scientific name: Bauhinia racemosa
e Marathi name: 3191

e Commonly known as: Bidi Leaf Tree
e Family: Caesalpiniaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
e Arrangement: Opposite
o Shape: Shaped like cow's hooves (typical Bauhinia shape)
e Size: Broader than long, 2-5 x 3-6 cm

e Type: Pod
e Colour: Dark reddish brown or black when mature
o Size: 13-25 cm long and 1.8-2.5 cm wide, generally curved, swollen, rigid
o Seeds: 12 to 20, glabrous, compressed, 8 mm long
e Fruiting Period: Throughout year
Flowers
e Size: About 1 cm
Shape: Narrow lance-like petals
Colour: Greenish white
Arrangement: Loose racemes, 5-10 cm long
Petals: 5
Stamens: 10
Flowering Period: February to May
Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth
o Characteristics: Trunk typically crooked with drooping branches
Habitat
o Native Range: Approx in all parts of India
o Height: 3-5 meters
e Environment: Commonly found in areas used for making bidis, often exchanged as

symbolic gold along with QIHT tree leaves during Dussehra in Maharashtra and Goa

1. Medicinal: Leaves used to treat liver ailments.
2. Culinary: Young leaves made into chutney.
3. Rope Making: Inner bark used to make ropes.
4. Cultural: Leaves exchanged during Dussehra in Hindu families.
5. Beedi Production: Leaves used in making beedi (thin Indian cigarillo).
Fun Facts
o Religious Significance: Known as "Sonpatta" (leaves of gold) due to its significance
in Hindu festivities.
o Squirrel Diet: Immature seeds consumed by Grizzled Giant Squirrel.
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