o 7 AT

S

 Caond

84. DWARF WHITE BAUHINIA

e Scientific Name: Bauhinia acuminata
e Marathi Name: Xdd ®id-
e Common Name: Dwarf White Bauhinia
e Family: Caesalpiniaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Leaves: Simple, alternate, bilobed like a cow's foot (bilvapatre-like), deeply divided.
o Size: 3-5 inches in length, slightly longer than broad.
o Shape: Cleft about one-third way down into two acute or sub-obtuse lobes.
e Margin: Entire.
o Texture: Thin, coriaceous (leathery).
e Arrangement: Axillary or terminal racemes or paniculate inflorescence.

o Type: Flat bean-like, woody pod.
e Shape: Oblong.
e Size: 10-15x 1-2 cm.
o Colour: Reddish-brown.
o Dehiscence: Pods coil after splitting open.
e Seeds: Many seeded.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
e Flowering: Peak in September, but can occur from September to February.
e  Fruiting: Year-round, with a peak from January to April.
Bark Structure
¢ Bark: Smooth and fibrous.
e Branchlets: Warty.
Inflorescence / Flower
¢ Flowers: Solitary or in small corymbs, about 2-4 cm in diameter, with five white petals and
numerous stamens, strongly scented.
e Petals: Rose to pink, obovate, narrow at base, obtuse.
e Stamens: 3-5.

Habitat
e Global Distribution: Found in evergreen and semi-evergreen forests, cultivated in many
regions.

e Indian Distribution: Widely distributed across various states including Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar, Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, and in specific districts
like Bongaigaon, Goalpara, Kamrup, Lakhimpur in Assam; Maharashtra (Kolhapur);
Karnataka (Chikmagalur, Mysore, Shimoga); Kerala (Alapuzha, Kollam, Kozhikode,
Malapuram, Palakkad, Pathanamthitta); Tamil Nadu (all districts).

Uses

1. Medicinal: Leaves and roots used in traditional medicine to treat cough and cold.

2. Ornamental: Widely cultivated as an ornamental plant for its beautiful flowers.

3. Hedge Plant: Grown as a hedge in gardens.

4. Ethnobotanical Uses: Roots used by the Japanese to treat cough and cold.

Fun Facts

1. Ornamental Value: Known for its stunning white flowers that resemble orchids.

2. Naturalized: Has become naturalized in some areas outside its native range, such as the Cape
York Peninsula in Australia.
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84. DWARF WHITE BAUHINIA
o Scientific Name: Bauhinia acuminata
o Marathi Name: 3dd &I
e Common Name: Dwarf White Bauhinia
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