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85. Hydnocarpus pentandrus

Scientific Name: Hydnocarpus pentandrus
Common Name: Jangli Almond or Chaulmugra

Marathi Name: ﬁ,\ hdd

Family: Achariaceae

Leaves and Arrangement

Type: Simple

Arrangement: Alternate

Shape: Variable; lanceolate-ovate, elliptic-ovate, oblanceolate to oblong

Size: 6-25 cm long and 3.5-10 cm wide

Base: Usually inequilateral, cuneate to obtuse

Apex: Abruptly or long acuminate

Margin: Entire or subserrate

Colour: Dark green above, paler beneath

Additional Features: Lateral veins 5-8 pairs, upturned; minutely appressed pubescent
on midrib and veins above when young, later glabrescent; minutely pubescent beneath

Type: Berry

Shape: Obovoid-globose

Colour: Reddish brown

Size: 5-10 cm across

Characteristics: Pericarp hard, thick, tomentose

Seeds: 15-20, oblong-ovoid, about 1.7-2.2 x 1-1.5 cm, embedded in pulp, irregularly
compressed, testa hard, oily endosperm, longitudinally striated

Fruiting Period: June

Flowers

Male Flowers:
o Size: About 6 mm long
o Shape: In 2-3 raceme fascicles
o Color: Greenish
o Characteristics: Sepals 4-5, imbricate, unequal; petals 4-5, ovate-
suborbicular, connate at the base, smaller than sepals; stamens 5, filaments
filiform, anthers 2-loculed; ovary rudimentary, densely pilose
o Flowering Period: March to April
Female Flowers:
Size: About 8 mm long
Shape: Solitary or binate on short axillary pilose peduncles
Color: Similar to male flowers but bigger
Characteristics: Sepals and petals similar to male flowers; staminodes 5,
linear-oblong; ovary superior, ovoid-ellipsoid, faintly penta-angular, creamy
yellow tomentose; stigma 5
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Bark Structure

Texture: Rough, usually fluted, small, more or less triangular exfoliations, fibrous
Color: Brown
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Habitat

Height: 5-25 meters
Trunk Diameter: Up to 3 meters

Uses
1. Medicinal: Valued in the treatment of leprosy and skin conditions.
2. Oil: Seeds used as an illuminant in lamps.
3. Wood: Used locally for various purposes.
4. Conservation: Important for habitat preservation.
5. Trade: Fruits harvested for local use and trade.
Fun Facts
1. Vulnerable Species: Classified as vulnerable in the [IUCN Red List of Threatened
Species.
2. Medicinal Properties: Seeds contain cyanogetic glycosides, used medicinally in
small quantities.
3. Threats: Loss of habitat, habitat fragmentation, unsustainable collection of fruits, and
predation by squirrels.
4. Growth: Takes 20-25 years from seed before producing seeds.
5. Height: Grows up to 10-15 meters tall
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* Image credit : India biodiversity portal




