86. KANCHANARA

o Scientific name: Bauhinia purpurea
e Marathi name: BTIR
e Common name: Purple Orchid-Tree
e Family: caesalpiniaceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Leaves: Simple, alternate, bilobed like a cow's foot (bilvapatre-like), deeply divided.

¢ Shoots: Spiny with long spines at the leaf axils.

e Lamina: Ovate-lanceolate, green, lemon-scented, slightly serrate edges, about 3-5

inches long.
Texture: Thin, coriaceous (leathery).
Base: Subcordate (somewhat heart-shaped).
Margin: Entire.
o Arrangement: Axillary or terminal racemes or paniculate inflorescence.
Fruit
o Type: Flat bean-like, woody pod.
Shape: Oblong.
Size: 10-15 x 1-2 cm.
Colour: Reddish-brown.
Dehiscence: Pods coil after splitting open.
e Seeds: Many seeded.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: Peak in September, but can occur from September to February.
o Fruiting: Year-round, with a peak from January to April.
Bark Structure
o Bark: Smooth and fibrous.
e Branchlets: Warty.
Inflorescence / Flower

o Flowers: Solitary or in small corymbs, about 2-4 cm in diameter, with five white
petals and numerous stamens, strongly scented.

o Petals: Rose to pink, obovate, narrow at base, obtuse.

o Stamens: 3-5.

Habitat

o Global Distribution: Found in evergreen and semi-evergreen forests, cultivated in
many regions.

o Indian Distribution: Widely distributed across various states including Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Kerala, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, and in
specific districts like Bongaigaon, Goalpara, Kamrup, Lakhimpur in Assam;
Maharashtra (Kolhapur); Karnataka (Chikmagalur, Mysore, Shimoga); Kerala
(Alapuzha, Kollam, Kozhikode, Malapuram, Palakkad, Pathanamthitta); Tamil Nadu
(all districts).

Uses
1. Culinary: Young leaves and flowers are edible.
2. Medicinal: Leaves used to treat coughs, bark for glandular diseases and as an antidote
for poisons.
3. Cultural: Flowers used in pickles and curries.
4. Traditional Medicine: Poultices for treating swelling, bruises, boils, and ulcers.
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Fun Facts

e Common Names: Orchid tree, purple bauhinia, butterfly tree.

o Growth: Can reach up to 35 feet in height and width.

o Flower Display: Creates a vivid splash of colour in the autumn landscape
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