87. CASHEW

e Scientific Name: Anacardium occidentale
e Marathi Name: EFI'H“

e Commonly Known As: Cashew
e Family: Anacardiaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple, evergreen
e Arrangement: Alternate, somewhat crowded on twig apices
e Petiole: 7-15 mm long, stout, swollen at the base, glabrous
e Lamina: 6-15.5 x 3-8 cm, obovate
o Base: Acute or cuneate, round
o Apex: Obtuse, round or retuse
o Margin: Entire, glabrous, shiny above, coriaceous
e Venation: Lateral nerves 10-15 pairs, parallel, prominent; intercostae reticulate,
prominent
e Glands: Axillary on main nerves and branches

o Type: Reniform nut
e Colour: Grey
e Size: 2-3 cm, seated on a large pyriform fleshy body formed of enlarged disc and top
of the pedicel
o Pericarp: Gives acrid caustic oil
e Seed: Reniform, ascending
e Fruiting Period: jan to march
Flowers
o Type: Polygamous
o Colour: Yellow, streaked with pink
e Arrangement: Terminal prominently bracteate panicles
o Calyx: 5-partite, lanceolate, imbricate, deciduous, with some pubescence on the
outside
e Petals: 5, linear-lanceolate, ligulate, recurved, imbricate
« Disc: Filling the base of the calyx, erect
o Stamens: 8-10, one usually longer than others; filaments connate at the base and
adnate to the disc, glandular puberulus
e Ovary: Superior, obovoid or obcordate, 1-celled, ovule 1, ascending from a lateral
funicle
e Style: Filiform, excentric
e Stigma: Minute
o Flowering Period: November to Feb
Bark Structure
o Texture: Smooth with vertical striations
o Colour: Pale grey to brown
o Blaze: Dull pink
o Exudation: Sticky, red
Habitat
o Native Range: Northeastern Brazil
o Growth: Widely grown in tropical climates
o Height: Up to 15 meters
e Branchlets: Glabrous
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Cashew nuts are consumed raw or roasted.

Used in beverages, jams, jellies, and alcoholic drinks.

Used for shipping crates, boats, and charcoal.

Extracted from shells for insecticides, plastics, and traditional medicines.
Rich in minerals like copper, calcium, magnesium, potassium, iron, and zinc.

Fun Facts

1.

kv

The shell contains an allergenic phenolic resin, anacardic acid, related to urushiol in
poison ivy.

The largest cashew tree covers an area of 7,500 m? in Natal, Brazil.

Introduced to East Africa and India by Portuguese missionaries in the 16th century.
The liquid from the shell is used in brake linings, waterproof paints, and varnishes.
In Goa and Maharashtra, cashew apples are fermented to make a popular alcoholic
drink called Feni
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