88. SURANGI

¢ Scientific name: Mammea suriga
e Marathi name: ﬂ@ﬁ

e Commonly known as: Surangi
e Family: Calophyllaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple, evergreen
o Arrangement: Opposite, or sometimes subverticellate
e Shape: Lanceolate-obovate to elliptic-oblong
e Margin: Entire
o Apex: Acute to obtuse
e Colour: Bright, glossy
e Texture: Leathery, coriaceous
e Venation: Many lateral veins, pinnately veined, glandular pellucid dotted in the
middle of each arcole, dense areolate venation
o Other Features: Scales present near leaf bases, petiole stout, exstipulate

o Type: Indehiscent drupe
o Shape: Ovoid-globose
o Texture: Firm exocarp, leathery and pulpy
o Fruiting Period: May and onwards
Flowers
o Type: Unisexual or bisexual, dioecious or polygamous, actinomorphic, pedicellate
o Colour: White
o Petals: 4, rarely 7
o Calyx: Connate when young, splits into 2 during anthesis, usually persistent in fruit
« Stamens: Numerous, free, filaments slender, free filiform, whitish, anthers basifixed
e Ovary: Superior, globose, bilocular, absent in male flowers
e Ovule: 2-4, anatropus
e Style: Stout, short
o Stigma: 2-4 lobed, peltate
o Flowering Period: March and April
Bark Structure
e Outer Bark: Smooth, yellowish gray
o Inner Bark: Reddish, usually with resinous latex or milky white or yellow
e Branches: Terete, glabrous
Habitat
o Native Range: in western ghats
o Environment: Grows well in tropical climates
Uses
1. Ornamental: Cultivated for its fragrant flowers.
2. Traditional Medicine: Used in herbal remedies.
3. Insect Repellent: Natural insect repellent properties.
4. Fruit Consumption: Edible ripe fruit.
5. Garland Making: Flowers used to make garlands (gajra).
Fun Facts
o Pollination: Attracts honey bees due to its fragrance.
e Traditional Use: Flowers collected from wild trees to make garlands.
o Longevity: Can live for over 60-70 years
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