89. Ficus amplissima
e Scientific Name: Ficus amplissima

e Marathi Name: 9"

e Common Name: Indian Bat Fig
e Family: Moraceae

Leaves and Arrangement

o Leaves: Simple, alternate.

o Stipules: Lateral, lanceolate, up to 2.5 cm, caducous.

o Petiole: 15-50 mm long, slender, grooved above, glabrous, glandular at apex below.

o Lamina: 5-14 x 2.5-9 cm, broadly ovate or ovate-oblong, base round, truncate, or
acute; apex acute; margin entire, glabrous, coriaceous.

e Veins: 3-ribbed from base, lateral nerves 8-10 pairs, parallel, secondary laterals
present, slender and prominent, intercostae reticulate, obscure.

e Type: Syconium.
o Shape: Depressed globose.
e Colour: Red or purple when ripe.
e Achenes: Smooth.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: December to January.
e Fruiting: December to February.
Bark Structure
o Bark: Greenish-grey, smooth; blaze yellow; exudation milky and copious.
¢ Young Branches: Glabrescent or puberulous, pale.
Inflorescence / Flower
o Flowers: Unisexual; inflorescence a syconia, monoecious, geminate, axillary,
subsessile, crowned towards the end of branchlets, depressed globose.
Basal Bracts: 3, broadly ovate, 3 mm, obtuse, glabrous or puberulous.
Tepals: 2-3 in pedicellate flowers and sessile flowers, reddish, ovate acute, free.
Stamen: 1, included.
Anthers: Oblong, parallel, unequal.
Female Flowers: Sessile, tepals 3-4, reddish, ovate acute, free; ovary superior, bean-
shaped, 1 mm, white.
o Style: Filiform, 2 mm.
e Gall Flowers: Similar to female, pedicellate.
Habitat
¢ Global Distribution: Peninsular India, Sri Lanka, and Maldives.
e Indian Distribution:
o Kerala: Alappuzha, Kasaragod, Idukki, Pathanamthitta, Palakkad, Thrissur,
Malappuram, Kozhikode.
Karnataka: Chikmagalur, Coorg, Hassan, Mysore, Shimoga.
Tamil Nadu: All districts.
Other Regions: Peninsular India, Western Ghats (South, Central, and
Mabharashtra Sahyadris).
o Throughout: Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh.

Uses
1. Shade Provider: Commonly planted in coffee plantation
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2. Bird Attraction: Ripened figs attract birds

3. Epiphytic Growth: Can grow on other trees, providing ecological benefits
Fun Facts

o Epiphytic Nature: Often starts as an epiphyte on other trees

o Aerial Roots: Can grow aerial roots that wrap around the host tree

o Host Tree Impact: Can eventually kill the host tree




89. Ficus amplissima

e Scientific Name: Ficus amplissima
e Marathi Name: TO98r

e Common Name: Indian Bat Fig
e Family: Moracea
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