92. Magnolia champaca
e Scientific Name: Magnolia champaca
e Marathi Name:
e Common Name: Champa
e Family: Magnoliaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Leaves: Simple, alternate, spiral.
o Petiole: 1-3 cm long, stout, planoconvex in cross section.
o Lamina: 9.5-25 x 3.5-9 cm, elliptic-lanceolate, apex acuminate with twisted acumen,
base acute to attenuate, margin slightly undulate, glabrous, chartaceous.
e Midrib: Nearly flat above.
e Veins: Secondary nerves 12-16 pairs; tertiary nerves closely and strongly reticulate.

o Type: Follicles.
o Shape: Warty, arranged as a spike.
e Size: 2-3 cm long.
o Colour: Reddish-brown.
o Dehiscence: Dehiscing dorsally.
o Seeds: 1, scarlet.
Flowering and Fruiting Period
o Flowering: March to July.
e Fruiting: March to July.
Bark Structure
o Bark: Grey, lenticellate; blaze cream with orange speckles.
o Branchlets: Terete with annular scars of caducous stipules, glabrous; apical bud
covered by sericeous lanceolate stipules.
Habitat
e Global Distribution: Evergreen forests.
e Indian Distribution:
o States: Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Odisha,
Southern India.
o Local Distribution: Throughout Assam; Maharashtra (Kolhapur), Karnataka
(Chikmagalur, Coorg, Hassan, Mysore, N. Kanara, Shimoga), Kerala (Idukki,
Kollam, Kottayam, Malappuram, Palakkad, Pathanamthitta,
Thiruvananthapuram, Thrissur, Wynad), Tamil Nadu (all districts).

Uses
1. Perfumery: Essential oil from flowers used in perfumes
2. Timber: Wood used for furniture, cabinetwork, and carvings
3. Medicinal: Treats fever, cough, rheumatism, and other ailments
4. Fodder: Leaves fed to silkworms
5. Fuel: Used as fuelwood

Fun Facts

Fragrant Flowers: Known for its strongly fragrant flowers

Hybrid Varieties: Includes hybrids like Magnolia x alba (white-flowered)
Historical Name: Named after Italian botanist Peter A. Michel

Isolated Population: Found in Yemen, making it the only Magnoliaceae species in
the Arabian Peninsula
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