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95. MOUNTAIN FLACOURTIA

e Scientific name: Flacourtia montana
e Marathi name: dicd
e Common name: Mountain Flacourtia

e Family: Salicaceae
Leaves and Arrangement

Type: Simple

Arrangement: Alternate

Shape: Lanceolate-ovate to elliptic-oblong

Size: 12-22 cm long and 6-8 cm wide

Base: Acute or rounded

Apex: Acute or acuminate

Margin: Entire, serrate-dentate

Texture: Coriaceous, glabrous except midrib below, shiny above; lateral veins 4-6
pairs, pinnate, prominent; intercostae scalariform, slender, prominent

Petiole: 5-10 mm long, stout, glabrous

Additional Detail: Leaves sometimes 3-5 pliveined at the base; stipules minute early
caducous or absent

Type: Berry

Shape: Globose, obtusely ribbed

Size: 1-1.5 cm across

Colour: Bright red

Characteristics: Indehiscent, ellipsoid-globose when ripe, becoming obtusely
constricted and ribbed when dried, with 2 superposed pyrenes per locule
Fruiting Period: April to June

Seeds: 1-2, ovoid-obovoid, thinly coriaceous, non-arillate

Flowers

Type: Unisexual (dioecious) or sometimes bisexual, hypogynous

Colour: Crimson or lemon yellow

Arrangement: In shortly pedunculate axillary and terminal raceme fascicles, few to
many flowers

Characteristics: Sepals 4-7, imbricate, connate near base, free above, margin ciliate,
subpersistent; petals absent; extrastaminal disc with distinct glands inserted before
sepals

Male Flowers: Stamens 15-30, filiform, inserted on disk cup, persistent; anthers 2
loculed, globular, dorsifixed; pollen fleshy, tricolporate, reticulate; pistillode absent
Female Flowers: Ovary superior, globose, surrounded by disc; carpels 3-10,
incompletely loculed, connate with intruding placentae; ovules often 2 per locule;
style connate, free or rarely absent; stigma shortly bilobed or retuse

Flowering Period: April to June

Bark Structure

Texture: Thin, smooth

Colour: Grey

Characteristics: Armed with simple and branched spines; branches with sympodial
growth

Habitat

Height: Up to 8 meters




e Distribution: Found in Peninsular India, including states like Kerala, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Odisha

1. Food: Ripe fruits are eaten raw.
2. Medicinal: Infusions of the bark, leaves, and root are used medicinally to treat
conditions such as fever, diarrhoea, and inflammations.
3. Agricultural Implements: Wood used for agricultural implements such as ploughs.
4. Tanning Material: Bark used as a tanning material.
5. Gargle: Infusion of the bark used as a gargle for hoarseness.
Fun Facts
o [Edible Flowers: Flowers are edible.
e Thorny Trunk: Tree trunk covered with sharp stout thorns at its base
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