96. PARIJATH TREE

o Scientific name: Nyctanthes arbor-tristis
e Marathi name: 9IRS

e Common name: Night-flowering Jasmine
e Family: Oleaceae
Leaves and Arrangement
o Type: Simple
Arrangement: Opposite
Shape: Ovate
Base: Rounded, cuneate, or acute
Apex: Shortly acuminate
e Margin: Distantly toothed or entire
o Texture: Coraaceous, scabrid
Fruit
o Type: Capsule
e Shape: Compressed orbicular
o Fruiting Period: February to March
Flowers
o Type: Bisexual
o Colour: White
e Arrangement: Sessile, 3-7 together on hairy quadrangular peduncles arranged in
cymose panicles
Size: Small
Characteristics: Sweet-scented
Calyx Tube: Funnel-shaped, 4-5 toothed
Corolla Tube: Cylindrical, orange-red, lobes white, 5-8, contorted in bud
Stamens: Subsessile near the mouth of the corolla tube
Ovary: Two-celled
Style: Cylindric, bifid
Flowering Period: September to October
Bark Structure
e Texture: Smooth
o Branchlets: Pubescent, 4-angled
Habitat
o Height: Up to 8 meters
¢ Distribution: Often found as an ornamental species planted in many places for its
fragrant flowers; synonymous with the autumn season in Assam

1. Medicinal: Leaves used in Ayurvedic medicine for sciatica, arthritis, and fevers.

2. Dye: Orange dye from the corolla used to dye silk.

3. Ornamental: Flowers used for garlands and worship.

4. Cultural: State flower of West Bengal, used in Durga Puja.

5. Weather Prediction: Native people of Tripura use it to predict weather and rainfall.
Fun Facts

o Cultural Significance: Associated with Durga Puja in Bengal.

e Historical Reference: Featured in Hindu history as the divine tree parijaat.
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