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98. KHIRNI

e Scientific name: Manilkara hexandra
e Marathi name: Q=T
e Commonly Name: Khirni, Rayan

¢ Family: Sapotaceae
Leaves and Arrangement

Type: Simple

Arrangement: Alternate

Shape: Obovate to obovate-elliptic

Size: 5-10 cm long and 3-7 cm wide

Base: Broadly wedge-shaped to obtuse

Texture: Both surfaces smooth, often closely clustered towards the end of branchlets
with conspicuous scars

Petiole: 0.8-2 cm long

Type: Berry

Shape: Obovoid-oblong to ellipsoid
Size: 1-1.5 cm in diameter
Characteristics: 1- or 2-seeded
Fruiting Period: feb. onwards

Flowers

Size: About 4 mm in diameter

Shape: Sepals are ovate-triangular, 3-4 mm; petals are oblong, about 3 mm
Colour: White or light yellow; sepals are yellowish gray velvety
Arrangement: Arise in fascicles in leaf axils

Flowering Period: August to December

Bark Structure

Texture: Smooth
Colour: Gray
Characteristics: Smooth branchlets

Habitat

Uses
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Native Range: Southeastern Asia, from India and Sri Lanka east to southwestern
China and Vietnam, and south through Thailand to Malaysia and Indonesia
Height: 3-12 meters

Used for heavy structural work, gate posts, and big beams.

Used for turning and carpentry despite the dense wood.

Used as rootstock for Manilkara zapota.

The fruit is edible and consumed locally.

Used in traditional medicine to treat fevers, jaundice, kidney function, skin infections,
stomach ulcers, and enhance immunity.

Fun Facts
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Khirni is also known as Ceylon Iron Wood or Milk Tree.

The tree exudes a milky sap when bruised.

It is a slow-growing but fairly large evergreen species.

The wood is hard and durable, making it suitable for heavy structural work.
Khirni is used in Ayurvedic medicine for various health benefits
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