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99. NAGKESAR

Scientific name: Mesua ferrea
Common name: Cobra's Saffron

Marathi name: ATTHAT

Family: Calophyllaceae

and Arrangement

Type: Simple

Arrangement: Opposite, polymorphic

Petiole: 5-12 mm long, slender

Lamina: 6-20 x 2.5-7 cm, linear lanceolate-ovate, elliptic-oblong to lanceolate-oblong
Base: Acute or obtuse

Apex: Deeply acute, acuminate or cuspidate

Margin: Entire

Texture: Leathery, coriaceous, shining above, glaucous and pruinose beneath, covered with a
whitish waxlike powder

Lateral Nerves: Numerous, very slender, almost inconspicuous beneath, nearly parallel
towards each other

Intercostae: Faintly reticulate

Additional Features: New leaves crimson red, becoming pinkish, and dark green when
mature

Type: Capsule

Shape: Conical-globose, woody corky outside

Size: 2.5-4.5 x 3-5 cm

Colour: robustly stalked, encased by hard persistent sepals
Fruiting Period: April to October

Flowers

Colour: White

Size: 4-20 cm across

Shape: Bisexual, showy, fragrant, with sepals and petals imbricate and decussate in pairs
Characteristics: Stamens numerous, hypogynous, forming a mass; filaments slender, free;
anthers basifixed, linear oblong or globose, golden yellow; ovary superior, globose, bilocular;
style slender, subulate or filiform; stigma peltate

Flowering Period: January to March

Bark Structure

Texture: Smooth, fissured, exfoliating in large white trapezoidal flakes
Colour: Brownish grey to dark brown; exfoliated surface orange-red; blaze pinkish-yellow

Habitat

Uses

LR W

Height: Up to 20-30 meters
Distribution: Common in Peninsular and Northeastern India, altitude up to 1500 m

Medicinal: Treats ailments like leucorrhoea, bronchitis, migraines, gastrointestinal and
urinary tract disorders.

Timber: Provides sturdy, dark red wood used in construction and furniture.

Pain Relief: Bark and seeds are used to make pain-relieving oils.

Aphrodisiac: Used in traditional medicine for its aphrodisiac properties.

Cosmetic: Seeds and flowers used in cosmetics and dyes.

Fun Facts

National Tree: National tree of Sri Lanka.

State Tree: State tree of Mizoram, India.

State Flower: State flower of Tripura, India.

Ornamental Value: Often cultivated for its graceful shape and beautiful flowers.
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